Detection of clonal immunoglobulin gene rearrangements in the PBPC harvests of patients with acute lymphoblastic leukaemia.
We have used a fluorescently based PCR technique to detect rearrangements in the immunoglobulin heavy chain (IgH) gene in the presentation BM of five patients with adult ALL and have looked for similar rearrangements in their PBPC. Using this approach we have been able to demonstrate clonal rearrangements in the PBPC of two of five patients. Remission BM samples taken 6-12 weeks prior to leucapheresis failed to show a clonal rearrangement in either patient. The significance of these results is discussed.